Curbs Eased 
On Travel to 
Red Nations 

Medical Specialists 
Win Pemiiission of 

State Department ! 
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By Howard Simons 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

State Department restric- 
tions on travel to Red China 
and other Communist coun- 
tries were relaxed yesterday 
for medical specialists as a re- 
sult of Dr. Paul Dudley 
White’s meeting in Moscow j 
last summer with a group j 
of American-trained Chinese j 
Communist doctors. ! 

t The easing of travel re-! 
rietions is a significant de-; 
rture in American policy. It ’ 
means that, for medical spe- 
cialists at least, there is now 
blanket approval for those 
who wish to travel and can 
get into Red China, Cuba, 
North Vietnam, Albania and 
North Korea. 

Previously, there was no 
blanket approval for doctors 
and public health experts to 
travel to these countries. 
Rather, passport validation 
for such travel was handled 
charily on a case-by-case basis. 

Though individual valida- 
tion will still be required; the 
State Department has told the 
medical profession, in effect, 
that it will ■ not stand in the 
way of doctors and public 
health experts who want to' 
travel to these countries. 

The new rule applies only 
to medical experts. But it is 
expected that other scientists 
such as physicists, chemists, 
and biologists will now ap- 
proach the Department for 
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similar blanket approval for 
travel to Red China and the 
other Communist countries. 

The reason medical special- 
ists were picked to break the 
ice- on travel to Red China, ac- 
cording to informed sources, 
is that medicine’s benefits are 
niversal, medicine is apoliti- 
cal, and “it is a. good place to 
Ttart,” as one Administration 
ffficial put it. 

Validation of American pass- 
ports does not ensure that 
medical specialists will gain 
entry into Red China or the 
other Communist countries. 
Last December Dr. Samuel 
Rosen, a New York ear sur- 
geon, tried to enter Red China 
at the invitation of the Red 
Chinese. But at the last min- 
ute he was refused a visa. 

Similarly, the passports of 
80 American newsmen have 
been validated for travel to 
Red China, but Red China has 
not permitted the newsmen to 
enter. 


Calls for Cooperation 

The decision to grant medi- 
cal specialists blanket ap 
proval for travel to Red China 
has been pending for weeks. 
Indeed, there have been two 
trial balloons in recent months 
to see what, if any, opposition 
developed to the policy 
change. 

The first balloon was floated 


by Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk on Nov. 4 at a White 
House Conference on Medi- 
cine and Health. The second 
was loosed at the end of No- 
vember by presidential science 
adviser Donald P. Homig who 
told the International Co- 
operation Year Conference 
here that cooperation in 
health sciences with Commu- 
nist China “would be mutually 
beneficial.” 

The role of the distinguished 
American heart specialist Paul 
[Dudley White proved critical. 
What happened, apparently, 
was this: 

Dr. White was in Moscow 
last summer. There he met a 
group of Communist Chinese 
doctors, many trained in the 
United States. The conversa- 
tion between Dr. White and 
the Chinese was cordial. 

Upon his return to America 
Dr. White wrote the Chinese’ 
doctors. They wrote back say- 
ing, in effect, it would be nice 
to see Dr. White but that State 
Department restrictions made 
it impossible. There was no 
formal invitation to Dr. White. 
Writes to Rusk 


Thereupon, Dr. White wrote 
to Rusk asking, as the State 
Department put it, “that unre- 
stricted passports be issued for 
individuals devoted to the care 
of the health of all the peo- 
pies of the world/’ 

Yesterday, the State Depart- 
I™? 1 * formally agreed with Dr 
lVhite and announced its new 
policy. w 

A State Department spokes- 
rnan said last night that Dr. 
White, who could not be 
reached m Boston, has not yet 
applied for validation of his 
passport for travel to Red 
China. However, a few other 
doctors have, and their vali- 
dation applications are pend- 
ing. 

So far as is known, no Amer- 
ican scientist has been invit- 
ed to attend a scientific meet- 
ing in Red China. Nor, on 
the other hand, has any Red 
, Chinese scientist sought to 
attend an international scient- 
ific meeting here. 



